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God’s Names: Yahweh, Adonai, Jehovah, I Am, Jesus Christ, Mighty Conqueror, Israel..
Prelude: I will lift your name on high

Scripture Reading:

Exodus 20:7

And ye shall not swear by my name falsely, neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God: I [am] the Lord.

Leviticus 19:12

They shall be holy unto their God, and not profane the name of their God: for the offerings of the Lord made by fire, [and] the bread of their God, they do offer: therefore they shall be holy.

Message:
This sermon is so important! Make sure by the time I am finished that you apply it to your lives.
Prayer:

Lord, you mean so much to us. We want to make sure we are showing honor to you.

Teach us and help us identify areas in our lives where we dishonor you in Jesus name Amen.

Hello everyone. I want to start by asking what is in a name?
Define Name:
1 a : a word or phrase that constitutes the distinctive designation of a person or thing b : a word or symbol used in logic to designate an entity
2 : a descriptive often disparaging epithet <called him names>
3 a : REPUTATION <gave the town a bad name> b : an illustrious record : FAME <made a name for himself in golf> c : a person or thing with a reputation

3 b : having an established reputation

Questions:

Have you used the Lords name in vain?

Do you know people who do?

Do you know what using his name in vain means?

Let us look at some definitions regarding misuse, vainness.
Define Misuse:

Mis·use 
1 : to use incorrectly : MISAPPLY <misused his talents>
2 : ABUSE, MISTREAT <misused his servants>
 
Abuse 


1 : a corrupt practice or custom
2 : improper or excessive use or treatment : MISUSE <drug abuse>
3 obsolete : a deceitful act : DECEPTION
4 : language that condemns or vilifies usually unjustly, intemperately, and angrily
5 : physical maltreatment

________________________________________________________________________

Mis·treat  
 
: to treat badly : ABUSE
- mis·treat·ment 

Vain  
 
1 : having no real value : IDLE, WORTHLESS
2 : marked by futility or ineffectualness : UNSUCCESSFUL, USELESS <vain efforts to escape>
3 archaic : FOOLISH, SILLY
4 : having or showing undue or excessive pride in one's appearance or achievements : CONCEITED
synonym see FUTILE
________________________________________________________________________
- vain·ness 
- in vain 1 : to no end : without success or result 2 : in an irreverent or blasphemous manner <you shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain -- Deut 5:11 (Revised Standard Version)>
synonyms VAIN, NUGATORY, OTIOSE, IDLE, EMPTY, HOLLOW mean being without worth or significance. VAIN implies either absolute or relative absence of value <vain promises>. NUGATORY suggests triviality or insignificance <a monarch with nugatory powers>. OTIOSE suggests that something serves no purpose and is either an encumbrance or a superfluity <a film without a single otiose scene>. IDLE suggests being incapable of worthwhile use or effect <idle speculations>. EMPTY and HOLLOW suggest a deceiving lack of real substance or soundness or genuineness <an empty attempt at reconciliation> <a hollow victory
Blas·phe·mous 


: impiously irreverent : PROFANE
Ir·rev·er·ent 
 
 Lacking proper respect or seriousness; also : SATIRIC
Now that we covered the definitions let us focus on common ways people are misusing God’s name see if any of you are using them.
Common Misuses:

1.  Jeez 
Pronunciation: 'jEz
Function: interjection
Etymology: euphemism for Jesus
Date: 1923
-- used as a mild oath or introductory expletive (as to express surprise) 

Bottom of Form

2. Jesus Christ, how many times do I have tell you….

3. Cursing with Jesus name in the sentence.
4. God Da_ _ _ _ (Darnit).

5. Lying about something and say I swear to God I did not do it!

6. Saying the Lord Jesus told me to do something without knowing for certain it was   God.
7. Saying I don’t care what Jesus Says..

8. Lordy:
Pronunciation: 'lor-dE
Function: interjection
Etymology: 1lord (God) + 4-y
Date: 1853
-- used to express surprise or strength of feeling 

Bottom of Form

9. Gosh:
Pronunciation: 'gäsh, 'gosh
Function: interjection
Etymology: euphemism for God
Date: 1757
-- used as a mild oath or to express surprise 

Bottom of Form

Friends, do you want see what the Lord thinks about the misuse of his name?
Let us read from God’s word to get the information directly from God.

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.      Leviticus 21:6

And the son of an Israelitish woman, whose father [was] an Egyptian, went out among the children of Israel: and this son of the Israelitish [woman] and a man of Israel strove together in the camp; And the Israelitish woman's son blasphemed the name [of the Lord], and cursed. And they brought him unto Moses: (and his mother's name [was] Shelomith, the daughter of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan:) And they put him in ward, that the mind of the Lord might be shewed them.  And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Bring forth him that hath cursed without the camp; and let all that heard [him] lay their hands upon his head, and let all the congregation stone him. And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel, saying, Whosoever curseth his God shall bear his sin. And he that blasphemeth the name of the Lord, he shall surely be put to death, [and] all the congregation shall certainly stone him: as well the stranger, as he that is born in the land, when he blasphemeth the name [of the Lord], shall be put to death.

Leviticus 24:10-16

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain: for the Lord will not hold [him] guiltless that taketh his name in vain.           Deuteronomy 5:11

Commentary:
Friends this is a serious offense that many people are committing. God has displayed a lot of grace with everyone.  Will you consider making changes to how you communicate?
Show God that you care by honoring his name and his word.

Action Steps:

1. Sometimes you maybe the recipient of someone using God’s precious name in vain. Inform them at the appropriate time and in a kind way to please don’t use the Lords name in vain. The Bible warns against doing so. I say this because you may not be aware of the seriousness associated with doing so. Now keep in mind you can get a negative response or a response of thanks. If  negative, do what Jesus would do.
2. Pray for those who do it. Pray for their awareness of how wrong it is to become increased.

3. Ask God to forgive them for they know not what they do.

4. Confess to God your misuse of his name.

5. Spend time in prayer asking God to forgive you for using his name in vain.

6. Ask God to replace inappropriate words out of your vocabulary.

7. Ask yourself how it makes you feel when someone misuses your name.

8. Praise the Lords Holy name by worshipping Him.

Conclusion:

I pray that not misusing Gods name was made clear to everyone. You are all informed now. What will you do with this message is up to you.  Please consider his excellence, mercy, love, strength and power.  He truly deserves to be held with our ultimate high exteme.
Let’s stand for closing prayer:
Father God please forgive the misuse of your Holy name.  You deserve much better than mankind has offered you. We love you and are sorry. You are our love.  Lord Jesus, please empower those who struggle with this to stop A.S.A.P. In Jesus Name Amen!
